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ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

STATE  OF  MONTANA 


Joseph  P.  Mazurek 
Attorney  General 


Department  of  Justice 
215  North  Sanders 
PO  Box  201401 
Helena,  MT     59620-1401 


Dear  Fellow  Montanans: 


The  pages  of  this  1997  Annual  Report  contain  some  compelling  information.   Last  year  on  our 
highways,  265  people  died  -  67  more  than  in  the  previous  year.   And,  unfortunately,  in  our 
hurry  to  get  wherever  we  are  going,  we  seem  likely  to  lose  even  more  of  our  family,  friends, 
neighbors  and  visitors  to  crashes  again  this  year.   Already,  barely  into  March,  traffic  deaths  in 
Montana  are  up  40  percent  over  1997's  record  pace. 

We  cannot,  we  must  not,  accept  this  growing  fatality  count  as  inevitable. 

With  no  clearly  defined  numerical  daytime  speed  limit  to  guide  motorists  and  a  more 
aggressive  attitude  making  its  presence  felt  on  our  roads,  the  mission  of  the  Montana  Highway 
Patrol  has  become  more  difficult  to  fulfill.   Today  more  than  ever,  we  need  the  Patrol's  visible 
presence  and  vigilant  enforcement  of  our  laws. 

But  the  Highway  Patrol  alone  cannot  protect  motorists  without  the  cooperation  of  everyone  on 
our  highways.   The  current  law  requires  that  each  of  us  make  a  commitment  to  drive  carefully 
and  prudently,  use  seatbelts  and  respect  the  rights  of  other  drivers  on  the  road.   Please  take 
that  responsibility  to  heart. 


Sine 


JO^PH  P.  MAZ 
Attorney  General 


TELEPHONE:  (406)444-2026    FAX:  (406)444-3549    E-MAIL:  mtattgen@counseLcom 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

MONTANA  HIGHWAY  PATROL  DIVISION 

Joseph  P.  Mazurek  "fTP~^_  ^^^0  Prospect 

Attorney  General  /^r'^^ljS  Helena,  MT  59620 


Honorable  Joseph  P.  Mazurek 
Attorney  General 
Justice  Building 
215  North  Sanders 
Helena,  MT    59620 


Dear  Sir: 

I  respectfully  submit  to  you  and  the  citizens  of  Montana  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Montana 
Highway  Patrol  for  1997. 

Tragically,  the  number  of  deaths  on  Montana's  highways  increased  alarmingly  in  1997.  33.8% 
more  people  were  killed  in  1997  than  in  1996.    Much  debate  occurred  during  the  year  regarding 
whether  the  lack  of  a  numerical  speed  limit  on  Montana's  roads  was  to  blame. 

To  objectively  prove  the  lack  of  a  limit  was  the  cause  of  these  additional  deaths  is  difficult.  We 
can  say  however,  that  speeds  recorded  by  automatic  measuring  devices  and  surveys  are 
increasing  on  all  types  of  roadways.    Particularly  during  the  summer  months  the  instances  of 
high  speed  crashes  resulting  in  multiple  deaths  increased  in  1997. 

Montana  Highway  Patrol  Officers  strive  to  restrict  the  very  high  speed  drivers  by  using  the  Basic 
Rule  law.    Much  confusion  and  misunderstanding  remains,  however,  especially  among  our 
visitors.  Several  informational  programs  continue  to  help  drivers  understand  the  requirements. 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  support  for  the  patrol  throughout  the  year.  On  behalf  of  the 
men  and  women  of  the  patrol,  1  pledge  our  continued  efforts  to  make  our  highways  as  safe  as 
possible. 


Sincerely, 


Colonel  Craig  T.^eap 
Chief  Administrator 


II 


Telephone  (406)  444-3780    Fax  (406)  444-4169 


1997  HIGHLIGHTS 

In  1997,  the  Patrol  introduced  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  flag.  The  blue  and  gold  colors  of  the 
flag  incorporate  the  Highway  Patrol  patch  along  with  four  stars.  The  four  stars  are  a  tribute  to 
the  four  officers  killed  in  the  line  of  duty  during  the  Patrol's  62-year  history. 

On  August  28,  1997,  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Memorial  was  dedicated.  The  Association  of 
Montana  Highway  Patrolmen  (AMHP)  has  long  realized  that  our  state's  Highway  Patrol  and  other 
peace  officers  give  outstanding  service.  The  memorial  gives  a  salute  to  all  those  who  have  served 
in  the  Patrol  and  other  law  enforcement  agencies,  and  commemorates  the  over  100  who  have  paid 
the  ultimate  sacrifice  -  giving  their  lives  to  keep  Montanans  and  Montana  highways  safe. 

The  idea  for  a  Montana  Highway  Patrol  memorial  came  from  Helenans  Walt  Anderson  and  Chris 
Imhoff.  Anderson's  brother,  an  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Officer,  was  killed  in  1954.  Since  that 
time,  Anderson  has  mourned  and  wondered  if  there  wasn't  a  way  to  recognize  fallen  Patrol 
officers.  Imhoff,  his  neighbor,  agreed;  together  they  decided  to  work  to  create  a  memorial  to 
patrolmen  killed  on  duty.  Legislative  approval  for  a  Montana  Highway  Patrol  monument  came 
in  1995,  with  the  passage  of  House  Bill  494.  The  bill  approved  the  construction  of  a  memorial 
for  peace  officers  on  Capital  grounds,  and  the  Memorial  is  located  near  the  grove  of  trees 
northwest  of  the  Capitol  building  in  Helena.  The  construction  and  installation  of  the  monument 
was  funded  by  community  donors  and  individual  sponsors  through  the  sale  of  granite  pavers. 

The  design  of  the  memorial  encompasses  a  central  marker  of  solid  black  granite,  and  is  stenciled 
with  an  image  representing  Montana  and  its  Highway  Patrol  Officer.  Below,  the  names  of  those 
killed  in  the  line  of  duty  are  engraved.  Flanking  the  center  marker  are  two  monuments  listing  the 
names  of  all  other  peace  officers  giving  their  lives  in  the  line  of  duty  in  the  state  of  Montana;  this 
being  done  in  cooperation  with  the  state's  Montana  Law  Enforcement  Officers'  Memorial  in  Deer 
Lodge.  Two  granite  benches  with  polished  black  tops  serve  as  a  place  for  meditation  and 
memories.  White  granite  pavers  fill  the  area  between  the  benches  of  the  foot  of  the  memorial. 
These  pavers  are  engraved  with  dark  letters  were  available  for  sponsors  of  the  monument. 


The  following  four  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Officers  made  an  extreme  sacrifice  -  they  died 
keeping  Montana  highways  safe.  We  remember  their  dedication  to  duty  and  hope  that  they  are 
the  last  officers  to  make  such  a  generous  donation  to  Montana  and  its  citizens: 

Robert  G.  Steel  -  Officer  Steele  died  from  a  gunshot  wound  on  November  2,  1946,  on  old 
U.S.  Highway  10  between  Billings  and  Laurel.  He  and  another  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Officer 
had  located  two  armed  robbery  suspects;  in  the  ensuring  shootout,  Officer  Steele  was  shot  and 
killed. 

James  H.  Anderson  -  Officer  Anderson  was  killed  on  July  24,  1954,  on  Bozeman  Pass, 
while  making  a  routine  traffic  stop.  He  had  pulled  over  a  vehicle  that  had  defective  lights  and  was 
talking  to  its  driver  when  he  was  struck  by  a  passing  car. 

Richard  E.  Hedstrom  -  Officer  Hedstrom  was  killed  on  July  19,  1973,  by  a  drunk  driver 
during  a  traffic  stop  near  Kalispell.  He  was  on  a  training  assignment  with  another  officer,  and  had 
only  been  with  the  Patrol  for  19  days. 

Michael  M.  Ren  -  Officer  Ren  died  from  a  gunshot  wound  on  April  8,  1978,  in  Eureka. 
When  he  and  a  deputy  sheriff  stopped  a  local  resident  to  serve  a  warrant,  Officer  Ren  was  shot 
and  killed. 
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Highway  Patrol  Activity 


Citations 
Issued 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

D.U.I./PerSe 

2.385 

2,255 

2,609 

2,712 

2,752 

Speed  -  Basic  Rule 

3,150 

3,316 

4,197 

6,825 

5,262 

Speed  -  Conservation  * 

57,851 

57, 718 

57.654 

0 

0 

Speed  -  Over  Legal 

11,476 

13.676 

15,598 

18,296 

19,900 

Liability  Insurance 

5.315 

5,804 

6.475 

6,763 

7,674 

Seat  Belt 

9.517 

10.098 

11.182 

7,967 

9,450 

Total  Arrest  Tickets 

108.927 

112.456 

118,535 

65,495 

70,661 

Total  Warning  Tickets 

90,851 

100,121 

104,532 

103.981 

110,063 

Number 
Of: 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Stolen  Vehicles  Recovered 

99 

102 

96 

119 

151 

Warrants  Serx'ed 

4,444 

4,033 

4,496 

4.613 

3,751 

Violators  Stopped 

123,824 

128.695 

132,491 

88.554 

94, 763 

Investigations  -  Traffic 
non-accident 

8,398 

8.849 

8,633 

11,283 

12.404 

Assist  Other  Law  Enf. 

5,024 

5.134 

4,738 

5,603 

5,052 

Assist  Public 

17,937 

18,396 

15,543 

17,318 

16,095 

Assist  Other  Gvt.  Agency 

1,832 

1.966 

1,589 

3,390 

2,363 

Safety  Education  Talks 

1,007 

1.462 

1,136 

671 

720 

Illegal  Drug  Arrests 

322 

495 

719 

756 

921 

Illegal  Possession,  Alcohol 

591 

595 

665 

761 

926 

Furn.  Liquor  to  a  Minor 

70 

63 

91 

50 

47 

Calls  for  Service 

69, 726 

69,657 

66,100 

73,458 

72,976 

Total  Miles  Driven 

5,656,021 

5,587,716 

5,364,715 

5,920,165 

5,765,068 

School  Bus  Inspections 

5,623 

4,947 

5.050 

4,804 

5.410 

*  Montana 's  conservation  speed  limit  was  eliminated  on  December  8,  1995. 


Annual  Traffic  Rates 


*  265  Fatalities 

*  10,694  Injuries 

*  22,614  A cciden ts  Reported 

*  $509  Million  economic  loss 

*  62  Accidents  (average)  per  day. 

*  29  Persons  injured  (average)  per  day. 


*  One  fatality  every  33  Hours 

*  One  injury  every  49  Minutes 

*  One  Accident  every  23  Minutes 

*  $1,394,520  Ave.  Loss  every  day 


O 


Deaths  Up  33.8% 

Injuries  Down  1.4% 

Reported  Accidents  Down  8.9% 


When  Accidents  Occurred 


More  Accidents  Occurred: 

Between  3  and  4  p.m.  than  any  other  hour  of  the  day. 

On  Friday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

In  January  than  any  other  month  of  the  year. 
More  Fatal  Accidents  Occurred: 

Between  5  p.m.  and  6  p.m.  than  any  other  time-of-day. 

On  Saturday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

In  August  than  any  other  month  of  the  year. 


Where  Crashes  Occurred 


Where 

Fatal 
Crashes 

*Percent 
Change 

Total 
Accidents 

*Percent 
Change 

Interstate  Highways 

49 

+  32.43% 

2,543 

-14.. 46% 

U.S.  Highways 

65 

+  12.06% 

5,517 

-5.74% 

State  Highways 

59 

+28.26% 

7,160 

-6.15% 

County  Roads 

45 

+50.00% 

2,988 

-5.83% 

Local  Streets 

3 

-50.00% 

4,178 

-19.71% 

Private 

2 

+  100.00% 

228 

+  100.00% 

Total 

223 

+25.99% 

22,614 

-8.93% 

*  Percent  change  is  the  percent  increase  (+)  or  decrease  (-)  from  the  previous  year. 


Crashes  Investigated  by 


Highway  Patrol  10,847 

Other  Agencies  1 1 ,767 


Male 
Female 
Not  Stated 
Total 


21,042 

14,000 

2.941 

37,983 


Drivers  Involved 
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Fatality  Calender 


January 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

* 

2 

2 

1 

« 

* 

* 

2 

♦ 

* 

1 

♦ 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

« 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

February 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

* 

1 

* 

t 

* 

1 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

2 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

March 

S 

M 
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W 

T 

F 

S 

2 

1 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

3 

♦ 

* 

* 

1 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1 

* 

1 

* 

2 

2 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


10 
10 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


9 
19 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


April 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

s 

* 

2 

♦ 

1 

2 

* 

* 

* 

* 

+ 

* 

1 

* 

* 

1 

>K 

* 

1 

1 
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♦ 

* 

5 

* 

* 

♦ 
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1 

* 

* 

May 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

S 

1 

1 

1 

1 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

4 

1 

1 

2 

* 

1 

1 

1 

2 

* 

* 

I 

* 

1 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

1 

* 

* 

1 

2 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


15 
49 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


23 
72 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


30 
129 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


44 
173 


Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


October 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 
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1 

* 
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2 
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♦ 

1 
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1 
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1 

* 
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3 

2 

* 

+ 

* 

2 

1 

November 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

S 

* 

* 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

* 

1 

1 

1 

* 

* 

2 

* 

4 

♦ 

* 

2 

I 

I 

* 

* 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


18 
219 


Total  for  Month: 

Total  for  Year: 


33 
252 


Total  for  Month: 

Total  for  Year: 


15 
34 


27 
99 


28 
201 


13 

265 
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Crashes  by  Collision  Type 


f  rtllicinn  Tvno 

A 

11 

^1 

Fa 

tal 

¥niii 

ry 
hes 

shes 

IIIJU 

Cras 

Crasnes 

era 

Rear  End 

4,039 

17.86% 

13 

5.83% 

1,399 

20.14% 

Sideswipe,  Same  Direction 

1,247 

5.51% 

0 

0.00% 

155 

2.23% 

Sideswipe,  Opposite  Direction 

513 

2.27% 

7 

3.14% 

127 

1.83% 

Left  Turn,  Same  Direction 

294 

1.30% 

1 

0.45% 

83 

1.19% 

Left  Turn,  Opposite  Direction 

564 

2.49% 

4 

1.79% 

214 

3.08% 

Right  Angle 

4,817 

21.30% 

17 

7.62% 

1,550 

22.31% 

Right  Turn,  Same  Direction 

139 

0.61% 

0 

0.00% 

24 

0.35% 

Right  Turn,  Opposite  Direction 

66 

0,29% 

0 

0.00% 

6 

0.09% 

Head-On 

445 

1.97% 

25 

11.21% 

192 

2.76% 

Other 

1,890 

8.36% 

4 

1.79% 

177 

2.55% 

Single  Vehicle 

8.600 

38.03% 

152 

68.16% 

3,020 

43.47% 

Total 

22,614 

223 

6,947 

■■ 

Drivers  by  Police  Reported  Alcohol/Drugs  Presence 


Police  Reported 
Alcohol/Drugs  Presence 

Drivers  in 

Drive 

Fal 

rs  in 

Drivers  in 

All 

tal 

Injury 

Crashes 

Crashes          [ 

Crashes 

Neither  Alcohol  nor  Drugs 

31,722 

90.47% 

177 

56.37% 

9,706 

86.58% 

Alcohol  Present 

2,009 

5.73% 

99 

31.53% 

1,078 

9.62% 

Drugs  Present 

43 

0.12% 

3 

0.96% 

23 

0.21% 

Alcohol  and  Drugs  Present 

79 

0.23% 

4 

1.27% 

46 

0.41% 

Not  Reported 

177 

0.50% 

3 

0.96% 

67 

0.60% 

Unknown 

1,034 

2.95% 

28 

8.92% 

290 

2.59% 

Total 

35,064  ^^^H         314  ^^^1    11,210  ^^^1 

Fatalities  by  Age  and  Sex 

All  Fatalities 
(includes  pedestrians) 

25 

20- 

S 

.215- 

o 

§10- 

0. 

5- 

/ : 

. 

^  ? 

^ 

^ 
^ 
p  ^ 

/ 

/■ 
/  : 
/ 

\      ^ 

/ 

^ 
^ 
^ 

/ 
/ 

^^    \ 

/ 

^ 

^  4 

* 

0                      1 
<15          15- 

1                1                :                1                1                1 
19       20-24       25-34       35-44       45-54       55-64          65> 
Age  of  Fatalities 

on 

IV 

lale  (169  fatalities)                            Female  (96  fatalities) 

Drivers  Only 
(does  not  include  pedestrians) 

30 
25- 

|20- 

H 
u- 

°15- 

c 
o 

510- 

Q. 

» 

^ 
• 
• 
X 

\ 

:  \                            /■ 
:    \                         '  : 

^ 

:       \        :          /      : 

:         \      :        '       : 

/ 

/                          4 

^  •■•  "* 

iT 

^^ 

5 

(     /      ^ 

0 

< 

15          15 

1                 1                1              ■  1                 [                 1                 1 
-19       20-24       25-34       35-44       45-54       55-64          65> 
Age  of  Fatalities 

vlale  (128  f       '                                                          '    ' 

aiaimes; 

remai 

e  K,o,i  laiaiiiies; 

t/i 

^ 

>rl 

O 

^ 

< 

z 

NO 

oo 

NO 

*s 

^H 

•* 

0\ 

VO 

(N 

oo 

m 

NO 

(/3 

"S 

ON 

m 

o 

>> 

o 

H 

Cfl 

crt 

'C 

O 

(N 

(N 

^ 

< 
z 

O 

lO 

^H 

N© 

o 

□ 

(N 

00 

CO 

Tf 
■^ 

o 
6 

i 

g 

a 

"S 

:=) 

(U 

T3 
_3 

.i  1 

O 

o 

O 

o 

< 

z 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
X 

1) 

s 

u 

<L> 
en 

Q    2 

G 
O 

a 

00 

'^ 

r- 

o 

< 
z 

c 

? 

o 

rS         B 

C 

!/3 

• — 1 

3 

nJ 

•PN 

c« 

Ui 

en 

^ 

m 

o 

'^ 

< 

z 

m 

r- 

(N 

g 

o 

3    S 

>^ 

£  s 

2 

lU 

> 

<N 

r-H 

00 

o 

< 

z 

00 

rj 

m 

•<* 

o 

m 

(N 

fS 

(N 

tT 

ON 

Tf 

%^ 

"« 

i  - 

>ri 

'^ 

1^ 

^ 

CT 

5-   s 

^H 

6 

C 

D 

s-? 

'^i' 

** 

15 

P3 

o 

IT) 

VO 

< 
z 

1/0 

r- 

1/-) 

ON 

1) 

>^ 

1 1 

>% 

VO 

O 

ON 

i 

3 

'"^ 

•^ 

15 
B 

V5 

C/J 

c^ 

rn 

r- 

^ 

< 
z 

>n 

>n 

■-o 

IT) 

Q 

s   ^ 

00 

'si- 

r<-) 

o 

o\ 

Os^ 

00 

XJ 

to 

o 

'K      3 

»— < 

(*r 

3 
H 

3 
« 

g 

ON 

r-~ 

o 

<N 

< 
z 

o 

O 

00 

NO 

trt 

o 

»-H 

VO 

o\ 

00 

r) 

r- 

in 

j:^ 

_>, 

>>, 

o^ 

(N 

o\ 

r<-i^ 

00 

"l 

u? 

C 

"5. 

3      3 

(N 

oo' 

w-i 

t--" 

*"■ 

o. 

^  s" 

»-H 

r< 

£2 

o 

B 
on 

■T3 

> 

•a 

o 

■•■* 

O 

oa 
o. 

s 

3 

1) 

3 

•§ 

_>^ 

J3 

3 

o 

C/5 

C/5 

c 

1) 

^ 

1 

J 

T3 
u 

09 

3 

O 

C/5 

c 

o 

CQ 
a. 

:3 

2 

•a 
u 

o 
c 

o 

D. 

E 

"« 

c 
o 

fit! 

o 

z 

.5 

u 

4J 

a: 

* 

CN 

Tj- 

O 

00 

\o 

o 

^ 

Ti- 

GO 

1-H 

fS 

CO 

t^ 

ro 

en 

o 

ro 

■^ 

W3 

■* 

(N 

(» 

^H 

OS 

^\ 

"l 

■a 

ro 

oC 

ri 

00 

"l-l 

H 

o 

o 

B 

a 
§ 

^^ 

O 

1 

m 

1 

o 

<N 

O 

00 

g 

^O 

m 

f— 1 

On 

ON 

s 

^H 

n 

o 

3 

a 

u 
u 

1 

.2    g 

O 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

o 

O 

o 

Bu   -e; 

u 

.1< 

1 

i 

a  s 

1 

c/3 

1 

1 

<N 

o 

■* 

^H 

r<^ 

o 

^H 

o 

1^ 

— '  § 

r- 

m 

Tl- 

u 

•"e   © 

Uh 

i 

S     q 

1 

t»  a 

o 

J 

.3 

u 

1   ^ 

in 

*— 1 

VD 

04 

(N 

ro 

o 

00 

> 

s 

£  M 

i 

s* 

'S 

'S 

SJ 

■* 

OS 

ON 

O 

00 

Wi 

O 

r<-> 

00 

•i 

i5 

, 

t^ 

n 

r<^ 

Tt 

o 

s -1 

m 

rj 

t-- 

13 

"« 

5  -a 

2 

•S 

1  . 

r~~ 

00 

\D 

o 

lO 

s 

00 

1*5 

M 

z  1  s" 

vn 

•* 

1 

1^ 

1  'i 

•■* 

^ 

1  ? 

•^     c 

(^ 

1-H 

C^l 

1-^ 

VO 

■* 

(S 

o 

e 

=1     2 

1 

(N 

m 

w^ 

1-M 

>£) 

r~ 

t^ 

1  r 

■* 

Ov 

<N 

00 

1^ 

-     a. 

crt       e^ 

•3     O 

<N 

vo 

, 

, 

VO 

Tl- 

fS 

m 

u^ 

On 

t^ 

VO 

fS 

fS 

OS 

1-H 

00 

c/l        U 

e:- 

00^ 

>n 

"1 

00 

fN 

f^ 

i-<      O 

5      3 

^H 

1—t 

r~-' 

ri 

■*" 

■S  s^ 

^  s" 

•O      3 

C     iS 

o     u 

^ 

o     o 

>^ 

"^ 

fe    -S 

c 

03 

S 

o     « 

■«-« 

O 

2 
3 

3  a 

a     u 
2    •- 

1  J 

■a 

J! 

D 

c 

3 

O 
m 

C/3 

M 
CO 

2 

■a 

c 
§ 

o 

"cS 

o 

Cl 

o 

u 

a. 

«ri 

Z 

C/3 

2 

1/5 

u 

U 

I 

S 

fS 

Crashes  by  Day-of-Week 


Fatal  Crashes 


Day  of 
Week 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Saturday 

38 

29 

36 

33 

49 

Sunday 

25 

29 

41 

28 

33 

Monday 

15 

30 

26 

25 

29 

Tuesday 

16 

22 

19 

24 

26 

Wednesday 

15 

23 

20 

21 

24 

Thursday 

23 

18 

19 

19 

30 

Friday 

34 

31 

25 

27 

32 

Total 

166 

182 

186 

177 

223 

All  Crashes 


Day  of 
Week 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Saturday 

2,653 

2,983 

3,027 

3,507 

3,349 

Sunday 

2,129 

2,132 

2,463 

2,679 

2,306 

Monday 

2,602 

2,632 

3,041 

3,644 

3,155 

Tuesday 

2,527 

2,652 

2,925 

3,643 

3,274 

Wednesday 

2,721 

2,655 

2,744 

3,443 

3,242 

Thursday 

2,839 

2,973 

2,729 

3,550 

3,215 

Friday 

3,368 

3,324 

3,579 

4,366 

4,073 

Total 

18,839 

19,351 

20,508 

24,832 

22,614 

Crashes  by  Month 

Fatal  Crashes 

Month 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

January 

5 

10 

10 

13 

8 

February 

9 

4 

13 

9 

8 

March 

9 

8 

8 

10 

12 

April 

10 

16 

11 

14 

9 

May 

13 

17 

14 

8 

21 

June 

19 

25 

17 

19 

23 

July 

23 

21 

24 

24 

27 

August 

24 

23 

29 

23 

32 

September 

15 

20 

14 

21 

23 

October 

22 

12 

17 

10 

17 

November 

8 

16 

13 

14 

31 

December 

9 

10 

16 

12 

12 

Total 

166 

182 

186 

186 

223 

All  Crashes 

Month 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

January 

1,934 

1,579 

1,708 

2,763 

2,572 

February 

1,602 

1,578 

1,486 

2,091 

1,687 

March 

1,166 

1,221 

1,627 

2,110 

1,723 

April 

1,158 

1,289 

1,363 

1,334 

1,601 

May 

1.264 

1,368 

1,495 

1,590 

1,560 

June 

1,425 

1,505 

1,598 

1,759 

1,727 

July 

1,754 

1,662 

1,722 

1,930 

1,949 

August 

1,651 

1,705 

1,877 

1,925 

1,981 

September 

1,461 

1,599 

1,703 

1,785 

1,677 

October 

1,495 

1,620 

1,849 

2,183 

1,895 

November 

1,998 

2,108 

2,022 

2,444 

2,047 

December 

1,931 

2,117 

2,058 

2,918 

2,195 

Total 

18,839 

19,351 

20,508 

24,832 

22,614 
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Crashes  by  Light  Conditions 


Fatal  Crashes 


Light 
Condition 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Dark  -  Lighted 

13 

4 

8 

11 

7 

Dark  -  not  Lighted 

70 

67 

73 

55 

90 

Dawn 

10 

8 

18 

2 

5 

Daylight 

73 

103 

87 

101 

110 

Dusk 

* 

* 

* 

7 

11 

Unknown 

* 

* 

* 

1 

0 

Total 

166 

182 

186 

177 

223 

All  Crashes 


Light 
Condition 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Dark  -  Lighted 

1,828 

1,712 

1,853 

2,218 

1,852 

Dark  -  not  Lighted 

3,413 

3,725 

4,041 

4,509 

4,274 

Dawn 

831 

937 

968 

381 

368 

Daylight 

12,767 

12,979 

13,646 

16,816 

15,251 

Dusk 

* 

* 

* 

771 

766 

Unknown 

* 

* 

* 

137 

103 

Total 

18,839 

19,353 

20,508 

24,832 

22,614 

*  This  information  was  not  available  prior  to  1996. 
Prior  to  1996  Dawn  and  Dusk  were  combined  into  1  category 


Crashes  by  Road  Conditions 

Fatal  Crashes 

Road 
Condition 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Dry 

126 

146 

144 

132 

179 

Wet 

20 

19 

18 

7 

14 

Snow  or  Slush 

9 

7 

4 

9 

7 

Ice 

9 

9 

18 

24 

17 

Sand,  Mud,  Dirt 

* 

* 

* 

1 

1 

Loose  Gravel 

* 

* 

* 

1 

4 

Other 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Total 

166 

182 

186 

177 

223 

All  Crashes 

Road"™""" 
Condition 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Dry 

11,469 

13,066 

13,562 

12,731 

13,927 

Wet 

1,922 

1,577 

2,370 

1,925 

2,200 

Snow  or  Slush 

1,450 

1,315 

1,175 

3,133 

1,576 

Ice 

3,892 

3,288 

3,256 

6,228 

4,075 

Sand,  Mud,  Dirt 

* 

* 

* 

159 

143 

Loose  Gravel 

* 

* 

* 

506 

518 

Other 

106 

107 

145 

150 

175 

Total 

18,839 

19,353 

20,508 

24,832 

22,614 

*  This  information  was  not  available  prior  to  1996. 

Crashes  by  Trafficway 

Fatal  Crashes 

Trafficway 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Interstate 

31 

39 

33 

37 

49 

U.S.  Route 

46 

56 

55 

58 

65 

State  Route 

52 

41 

61 

46 

59 

County  Road 

33 

41 

28 

30 

45 

City  Street 

4 

5 

9 

5 

3 

Private 

* 

* 

* 

1 

2 

Total 

166 

182 

186 

177 

223 

All  Crashes 

Trafficway 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Interstate 

1,770 

1,907 

2,168 

2,973 

2,543 

U.S.  Route 

4,355 

4,605 

4,831 

5,853 

5,517 

State  Route 

5,944 

6,214 

6,641 

7,629 

7,160 

County  Road 

2,531 

2,766 

2,970 

3,173 

2,988 

City  Street 

4,239 

3,859 

3,898 

4,944 

4,178 

Private 

* 

* 

* 

260 

228 

Total 

18,839 

19,351 

20,508 

24,832 

22,614 

*  Not  available 

prior  to  1996 
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Vehicles  by  Body  Styl( 

e 

Body  Style 

All  Crashes 

Fatal  Crashes 

Injury  Crashes 

Passenger  Car  (Unknown) 

1,010 

1 

245 

Van 

1,319 

6 

366 

Bus 

71 

0 

13 

School  Bus 

73 

0 

14 

Pickup  (Category  Unknown) 

316 

1 

90 

Truck/Truck-Tractor 

1,485 

24 

410 

Motorhome 

72 

3 

13 

Motorcycle 

316 

18 

252 

Ambulance 

14 

0 

6 

Farm  Tractor/Machinery 

32 

2 

11 

Construction  Equipment 

25 

0 

6 

Pickup  with  Camper 

62 

0 

15 

Bicycle 

235 

1 

204 

Snowmobile 

14 

0 

6 

Other 

90 

0 

23 

Fire  Truck 

12 

0 

2 

Small  Pickup 

3,145 

34 

915 

Standard  Pickup 

6,715 

55 

1,956 

Subcompact  Car 

923 

11 

320 

Compact  Car 

4,937 

33 

1,612 

Mid-Size  Car 

8,545 

43 

2,500 

Large  Passenger  Car 

2,652 

25 

758 

Small  Station  Wagon 

643 

5 

218 

Mid-Size  Station  Wagon 

606 

2 

203 

Large  Station  Wagon 

461 

8 

125 

Moped 

6 

0 

2 

Mini  Van 

962 

6 

263 

Sport  Utility 

2,789 

26 

863 

Working  Construction  Equipment 

36 

0 

13 

Unknown  Vehicle  Type 

245 

0 

22 

Total 

37,811 

304 

11,446 

Motorcycle  Accidents 


316  Total  Accidents 
18  Fatal  Accidents 

252  Injury  Accidents 

20  Persons  Killed 

317  Persons  Injured 


Where  Accidents  Occurred 

Fatal 

Total 

Interstate  Highways 

3 

28 

U.S.  Highways 

8 

70 

State  Highways 

1 

88 

County  Roads 

5 

34 

City  Streets 

1 

29 

Other  Trafficways 

0 

3 

Total 

18 

252 

Motorcyclist  Sobriety 
(drivers  only) 

Statewide 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Neither  Alcohol  nor  Drugs  Present 

232 

7 

25 

0 

207 

7 

Alcohol  Present 

52 

7 

4 

0 

48 

7 

Alcohol  and  Drugs  Present 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Drugs  Present 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Not  Reported 

8 

2 

0 

0 

8 

2 

Unknown 

20 

2 

8 

1 

12 

1 

Total 

316 

18 

38 

1 

278 

17 

He 

Imet  Usage  by  Age 

of  Driver 

Statewide 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Age 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

14  &  Under 

1 

7 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

15  to  17 

2 

9 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

7 

0 

1 

18  to  19 

8 

11 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

8 

8 

1 

1 

20  to  24 

8 

35 

0 

2 

0 

13 

0 

1 

8 

22 

0 

1 

25  to  34 

21 

48 

1 

2 

1 

9 

0 

0 

20 

39 

1 

2 

35  to  64 

57 

101 

3 

7 

1 

5 

0 

0 

56 

96 

3 

7 

65  &  Over 

5 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 

Not  Stated 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

102 

214 

5 

13 

3 

37 

0 

1 

99 

177 

5 

12 

Helmet  Usase  bv 

'  Passe 

Ase  ol 

neer 

Statewide 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Total 

Fatal 

Age 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

Used 

Not 

14  &  Under 

3 

6 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

15  to  17 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

18  to  19 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20  to  24 

2 

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

8 

0 

0 

25  to  34 

2 

7 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

1 

35  to  64 

18 

17 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

17 

17 

1 

3 

65  &  Over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Not  Stated 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

26 

46 

2 

4 

3 

8 

0 

0 

23 

38 

2 

4 

Commercial  Vehicle  Inspection  Data 


The  Motor  Vehicle  Inspection  Bureau  performs  roadside  inspections  on  commercial  motor  vehicles  and 
drivers  to  ensure  their  compliance  with  the  Federal  Motor  Carrier  Safety  Regulations  and  the  Federal 
Hazardous  Materials  Regulations.   The  Bureau  employs  nine  full  time  inspectors  who  perform  roadside 
inspections  as  well  as  safety  fitness  reviews  on  motor  carriers  in  Montana.   These  inspectors  along  with 
the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  Officers  and  the  Motor  Carrier  Services  Division  of  the  Montana 
Department  of  Transportation  have  recorded  the  following  information: 


YEAR 


INSPECTIONS 


FATAL  CRASHES 


1993 

24,578 

18 

1994 

18,916 

13 

1995 

23,967 

22 

1996 

28,045 

18 

1997 

39,105 

21 

MAJOR  VIOLATIONS 

NUMBER 

NUMBER 

N 

1996 

1997 

Improper  or  no  medical  certificate 

1,341 

1,859 

False  Log 

390 

570 

No  Log  or  Log  not  current 

3,737 

6,089 

10  or  15  hour  violations 

1,380 

1,919 

60  or  70  hour  violations 

313 

563 

Possession  or  usage  of  drugs 

1 

4 

Possession  or  usage  of  alcohol 

42 

70 

No  seat  belt  used 

141 

219 

Brakes  out-of-adjustment 

2,214 

2,228 

Steering  violations 

242 

338 

Tire  violations 

973 

1,350 

Shipping  Paper  violations 

80 

92 

Improper  Placarding 

67 

82 

YEAR 


VEHICLE  OUT-OF-SERVICE  VIOLATIONS 


NfUMBER  OF  VEHICLE  OUT-OF-SERVICE  VIOLATIONS 


1993 

4,055 

1994 

4,565 

1995 

3,537 

1996 

3,254 

1997 

4,162 

SAFETY  FITNESS  REVIEWS 


RATING 


#  OF  MOTOR  CARRIERS 
1996 


#  OF  MOTOR  CARRIERS 
1997 


Unsatisfactory 

7 

9 

Conditional 

44 

17 

Satisfactory 

82 

56 

Total  Reviews 

133 

82 

ITS  GOOD  TO  BE  ALIVE 

Drive  safely  IN  MONTANA 

TToLG  IVLorLt ana.  Higlavx/^ay  Patrol 


1 ,000  copies  of  lliis  public  document  were  published  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $1.92  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $1,924,  which  includes 
$1,180  for  printing  and  $744.00  for  distribution. 


